Transmission of Citrobacter koseri from mother to infant documented by ribotyping and pulsed-field gel electrophoresis.
We describe a case in which Citrobacter koseri (formerly C. diversus) was transmitted from a pregnant mother with chorioamnionitis and bacteremia to her infant who was bacteremic at birth and in apparent septic shock. Two highly discriminating molecular methods, ribotyping and pulsed field gel electrophoresis, were used to examine restriction fragment length polymorphisms within the genomic DNA of maternal and infant isolates. Both techniques identified the maternal and infant isolates as the same strain, distinct from epidemiologically unrelated controls, thus confirming their common origin.